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September xx, 2019 

URGENT FIELD SAFETY NOTICE 
ORTHO VISION® and ORTHO VISION® Max Analyzer  

Software Anomaly Regarding Handling of Duplicate Sample IDs 

Dear Customer, 

As part of a Field Safety Corrective Action, this notification is to inform you of an ORTHO VISION and 
ORTHO VISION Max Analyzer software anomaly when configured with Software Versions 5.12.4 and 
below. 

Product Name Product Code 
Unique Device 

Identifier  
Software 
Version 

ORTHO VISION® Analyzer for ORTHO 
BioVue® Cassettes 

6904579 10758750012831 
 

5.12.4 and Below 

ORTHO VISION® Max Analyzer for 
ORTHO BioVue® Cassettes 

6904578 10758750012848 

When two or more samples are loaded for processing with the same Sample ID (duplicate Sample 
IDs), the analyzer will display Apsw81 error messages (“Sample ID Is Not Unique”) and one of the 
samples may be unexpectedly processed. The error message displayed with the Apsw81 error code 
states:  

“The sample barcode ID is not unique ({Sample Barcode*}). The affected sample 
will not be processed.” *The actual duplicate ID is displayed in brackets. 

The unexpected processing creates the potential for results to be associated with the incorrect 
patient. To date, Ortho has not received any reports of mis-associated results due to this issue. 

Issue Description 

When loading two or more samples with the same Sample ID/barcode, the analyzer may process one 
sample and prevent processing of additional samples. When samples with duplicate Sample IDs are 
loaded, an APSW81 error code is displayed for each affected sample. As per the instructions displayed 
on the screen, the user is instructed to “Remove all samples with the same ID from the system and 
check sample ID integrity.” 

Impact to Results 

If two or more tubes are loaded on the system from different patients and they contain the same 
Sample ID/barcode, it is possible for the system to process one of the samples which could lead to 
misreported results. 

If each sample is labeled with a unique Sample ID per Good Laboratory Practice, there is no risk of a 
mis-associated result related to this software anomaly. 

Because labeling samples from different patients with the same sample ID/barcode is unlikely per 
Good Laboratory Practice, we do not recommend a look back of previous test results. Discuss any 
concerns you may have regarding previously reported results with your Laboratory Medical Director 
to determine the appropriate course of action.  

URGENT 
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ORTHO VISION/VISION Max Reference Guide Instructions  

The Limitations/Testing section of the ORTHO VISION/VISION Max Reference Guide indicates that:  

“A Sample ID can only be reused for different blood samples once it has been archived.” 

Laboratory personnel should also follow common blood bank safety practices and avoid the 
mislabeling of samples. Unique Sample ID’s must be used. 

REQUIRED ACTIONS 

• Until the revised software is available, it is acceptable to continue to use your ORTHO VISION 
and/or ORTHO VISION Max Analyzers to process samples.  

• Do not label more than one sample with the same Sample ID as instructed in your Reference 
Guide. 

• Follow common blood bank safety practices which typically includes steps to avoid the 
mislabeling of samples and have procedures in place to identify and reject mislabeled samples.  

• If an Apsw81 error code occurs, follow the instructions located on the wizard screen of the system, 
remove all samples with the same ID from the system and check sample ID integrity. 

• Complete the enclosed Confirmation of Receipt form no later than October xx, 2019. 

Resolution 

This issue will be resolved in a future version of software. 

Contact Information 

We apologize for the inconvenience this will cause your laboratory. If you have further questions, 
please contact Ortho Care™ Technical Solutions Center at insert appropriate number. 

Insert signatory if appropriate in your region 


